
      

High School Survey of Student Engagement 2005
This survey asks questions about your high school experience – how you spend your time, what you have gained so far
from your classes, your interactions with friends and teachers, and various activities.  The information you provide will help
teachers, administrators, and others improve conditions that contribute to your learning and development during high
school.  Thank you for your thoughtful responses.

Instructions: Please mark your answers in dark ink or pencil.  Fill in the bubbles completely:

1. What is your grade in school?

2. In what grade did you start attending this high
school?

3. How old are you today?

4. Are you

5. What is your racial or ethnic identification?
(Mark all that apply)

6. Is English the main language used in your home?

7. What have most of your high school grades been?
(Mark one response only)

8. On average, how many hours do you sleep per night?
(Round to the nearest hour)

9. Which category represents most of your classes?
(Mark one response only)

10.Do you have a computer with Internet access at home?

11.How far do you think you will go in school?
(Mark one response only)

12. What is the highest level of education that your
parent(s) or guardian(s) completed?
(Mark one response per column)

9th 10th 11th 12th

9th 10th 11th 12th

13 or younger

14

15

16

17

18

19

20+

Male Female

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

American Indian or other Native American

Asian American or Pacific Islander

Black/African American

White

Other, specify:

Prefer not to respond

Yes No

Mostly As

Mixed As and Bs

Mostly Bs

Mixed Bs and Cs

Mostly Cs

Mixed Cs and Ds

Mostly Ds

Below D

Grades not used

Don't know

Less
than 5 5 6 7 8 9 10+

General/Regular

Special Education

Courses for College Credit

Honors/College Prep

Career/Vocational

Don't know

Yes No

Will not finish high school

Certificate of completion without a diploma

High school diploma

2-year college degree (Associate's)

4-year college degree (Bachelor's)

Master's degree

PhD or other advanced professional degree
(law, medicine, etc.)

Don't know

Did not finish high school

High school diploma or GED

2-year college degree (Associate's)

4-year college degree (Bachelor's)

Master's degree

PhD or other advanced professional
degree (law, medicine, etc.)

Don't know

Father Mother



17. About how much reading do you do in a typical 7-day
week?

13. During this school year, about how much writing have you done?

a. Number of written papers or reports of more than 5 pages

b. Number of written papers or reports between 3 and 5 pages

c. Number of written papers or reports of fewer than 3 pages

0 1 2-3 4-5 8-106-7 11-14 15-19 20+

14. About how many hours do you spend in a typical 7-day week doing each of the following?

# of hours per week 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+

a. Preparing for class (doing homework,
reading, rehearsing, etc.)

b. Doing volunteer work

c. Working for pay (including babysitting,
cutting grass, etc.)

d. Watching television

e. Participating in school-sponsored
activities (athletics, clubs, government,
newspaper, etc.)

f. Chatting or "surfing" online

g. Hanging out/socializing with friends
outside of school

h. Playing video games

i. Exercising (not counting school-
sponsored activities)

j. Talking on the phone

15. a. How many days have you
missed this school year?

b. How many were unexcused
absences?

16. How many times have you been
late/tardy to class during the past
month?

18. Thinking about this school year,
how often have you 
done each of the 
following?

a. Assigned reading
(textbooks or
other course
materials)

b. Personal reading
(books,
magazines,
newspapers, 
etc.)

c. Personal reading
(online/web)

0 1 2-3 4-5 6-7 8-10 11+

Never

Sometimes

Often

Very often

a. Asked questions in class

b. Contributed to class discussions

c. Made a class presentation

d. Prepared two or more drafts of a
paper or assignment before
turning it in

e. Received prompt feedback from
teachers on assignments or
other class work

# of hours per week

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+



Never

Sometimes

Often

Very often

18. (Cont.)  Thinking about this
school year, how often have
you done each of the
following?

f. Worked on a paper or project
using information from several
types of sources (books,
interviews, Internet, etc.)

g. Included views of different
races, religions, genders, or
political beliefs in class
discussions or assignments

h. Attended class with readings or
assignments completed

i. Worked with other students on
projects/assignments during
class

j. Worked with other students on
projects/assignments outside
of class

k. Put together ideas or concepts
from different subjects when
completing assignments or
participating in class discussions

l. Learned something from 
discussing questions that have
no clear answers

m. Participated in a community-
based project as part of a  
regular class

n. Enjoyed completing a task that
required a lot of thinking and
mental effort

o. Used the Internet/web to 
complete an assignment

p. Used e-mail to communicate 
with a teacher

q. Discussed grades or 
assignments with a teacher

r. Discussed ideas from your 
readings or classes with 
teachers outside of class

s. Discussed ideas from your 
readings or classes with others
outside of class (students, family
members, coworkers, etc.)

t. Had conversations with students 
of a different race or ethnicity 
than your own

u. Had conversations with students 
who are very different from you in
terms of their religious beliefs,
political opinions, or personal
values

19. Fill in the responses that
come closest to how you
feel about each of the
following
statements.

a. I take pride in my school work.

b. I have the skills and abilities to
complete my work.

c. I value the rewards (grades, awards,
etc.) that I get at school for my work.

d. I feel supported and respected by the
following people:

- teachers
- counselors
- administrators (principal,

    assistant/vice principal)
- secretaries/administrative 

    assistants
- other students

e. I get to make choices about what I will
study at school.

f. I have many opportunities to ask
teachers questions about my work.

g. I have worked harder than I expected
to work in school.

h. I think school rules are fair.

i. I think it is important to make good
grades.

j. I help determine how my school work
is evaluated.

k. I care about my school.

l. I place a high value on learning.

m. I have a voice in classroom decisions.

n. I put forth a great deal of effort
when doing my school work.

o. I have opportunities to be creative 
in my school assignments.

p. I think the things I learn at school 
are useful.

q. I feel safe in school.

r. The support I get at school
encourages me to learn more.

s. I am challenged to do my best work at
school.

t. Overall, people at school accept me for
who I am.

u. If I could select a high school, I 
would go to the same school again.

v. In general, I am excited about my
classes.

w. There is at least one adult in my
school who cares about me and knows
me well.

x. My school work makes me curious
to learn about other things.

19. Fill in the responses that
come closest to how you
feel about each of the
following
statements.

Strongly disagree
Disagree

Neutral
Agree

Strongly agree



20. During this school year, how much has your
class work emphasized the following mental
activities?

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

a. Memorizing facts or ideas from
your courses so you can repeat
them in similar form

b. Understanding information and
its meaning; being able to
explain ideas in pretty much
your own words

c. Applying information to new
situations or real-world problems

d. Analyzing/examining the basic
parts of an idea or experience 

e. Organizing and combining ideas to
form new meanings/relationships

f. Making judgments about the value
of information or ideas; evaluating
whether conclusions are sound

21. To what extent does your school emphasize each of the
following?

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

a. Spending a lot of time studying
and on school work

b. Providing the support needed
to succeed in school

c. Preparing for standardized tests

d. Encouraging contact among
students of different
backgrounds and beliefs (race,
religion, politics, etc.)

e. Participating in school events and 
activities (athletics, plays, etc.)

f. Using computers in class work

g. Providing helpful comments on
student performance

h. Encouraging students to explore
new ideas

i. Recognizing academic excellence

j. Recognizing athletic achievement

k. Involving students in school
leadership and governance

l. Treating students fairly

m. Continuing your education
(college, career training, etc.)
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THANKS FOR SHARING YOUR VIEWS!

22. Which of the following have you done during high
school?

Yes No

a. Traveled outside the state

b. Participated in community service or volunteer
work

c. Taken the PSAT, SAT, or ACT

d. Received academic training/tutoring from an
individual or organization outside of school

e. Taken one or more courses at a college or
university

f. Taken one or more Advanced Placement (AP)
courses

g. Participated in a co-op or work study program

h. Worked as an intern for a company or agency
outside of school

i. Prepared a personal study plan with a teacher or
counselor

j. Participated in an overnight school trip

k. Participated in the International Baccalaureate
program

l. Taken one or more courses online

a. Learning work-related skills

23. How much has your experience at this school
contributed to your growth in the following areas?

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

b. Writing effectively

c. Speaking effectively

d. Thinking deeply and critically

f. Working well with others

g. Learning on your own

h. Understanding people of other
racial and ethnic backgrounds

i. Solving real-world problems

j. Developing clear career goals

k. Making your community a better
place

l. Preparing for college

m. Understanding yourself

n. Developing personal values

e. Using computing and
information technology
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